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DA won't charge officers who 
killed man with unloaded gun 


BY JANE WESTER, 
LAVENDRICK SMITH 
AND MICHAEL GORDON 


Jwester@charlotteobserver.com 


Two Charlotte-Meck- 
lenburg police officers will 
not be charged after kill- 
ing a Charlotte man in 
September who carried an 
unloaded gun but had his 
hands raised when he was 
shot, Mecklenburg County 
District Attorney Andrew 
Murray announced Friday. 

Courtney Suggs and 
David Guerra have been 
on paid administrative 
leave since Sept. 6, when 


29-year-old 
Ruben Ga- 
lindo called 
911 and was 
shot by 
officers 
responding 
to his call. 
On the 
night of the 
shooting, Galindo told 
dispatchers he was trying to 
turn himself in for an up- 
coming court date involv- 
ing an earlier arrest for 
pointing a gun at someone. 
In the 911 call released to 
the Observer, Galindo tells 
the dispatcher he has a gun 


Ruben 
Galindo 


on him, but repeats the 
phrase “I have no bullets” 
in Spanish. 

In Murray’s report, he 
ruled Galindo failed to 
follow officers’ commands 
to put his weapon down. 
He also said Galindo was 
impaired during the en- 
counter. (A toxicology 
report released Tuesday 
showed Galindo had a 
blood-alcohol level of .23 
but no drugs in his sys- 
tem.) 

“While it is entirely 
possible that Galindo’s 
intent was to surrender to 
police and give them the 


firearm, other alternatives 
that could have been leth- 
al to the officers, neigh- 
bors in the community or 
other occupants of the 
residence were just as 
likely based on the in- 
formation available to 
Officer Guerra in the sec- 
onds he had to evaluate 
the situation,” Murray 
said. “This officer-in- 
volved shooting was indis- 
putably tragic, but it was 
not unlawful.” 

Suggs has been working 
for the department since 
December 2014 and Guer- 
ra was hired in April 2013. 


The police officers’ 
attorneys welcomed the 
decision, and said it was 
supported by fact, in- 
cluding Galindo’s refusal 
to put down the gun, his 
apparent drunkenness and 
that he had his upcoming 
court date. 

“Had he simply surren- 
dered the weapon as 
asked by 911 callers in 
Spanish he would be alive 
today,” Michael Greene 
said. “These officers were 
given a difficult situation 
and dealt with it to secure 
their own safety, the safe- 
ty of other officers on the 


scene and the safety of 
other residents in the 
apartment complex.” 

Guerra’s attorney, 
George Laughrun, dis- 
missed the notion that 
police should have taken 
Galindo at his word and 
believed that the gun was 
empty and that he wanted 
to turn it over to police 
before his court date. 

“That’s like believing in 
Santa Claus or the Easter 
Bunny. It does not make 
any sense,” Laughrun 
said. “You can always 
Monday morning quarter- 
back and say ‘What if? 
What if? What if?’ ” 

Laughrun and Greene 
are former law partners of 
Murray. 

Not all the reactions to 
Murray’s findings were as 
favorable. Phil Stinson, a 
police-shooting expert at 


SEE CMPD, 5A 


BY MARK WASHBURN 
Correspondent 


CONCORD 
obert D. Raiford, 
the unrepentant 
iconoclast whose 
war on political 

correctness amused 

Charlotte radio listeners 

for decades, died Friday. 

He was 89. 

Raiford started on 
radio as a teenager and 
left the airwaves only in 
August 2015, after a 
stroke robbed him of his 
mobility and discombob- 
ulated the source of his 
livelihood: his voice. 

For 30 years, Raiford 
served as “curmudgeon 
at large” on the “John 
Boy and Billy Big Show” 
that originates at Char- 
lotte’s WRFX-FM (“Fox” 


99.7) and is syndicated to 


57 other stations nation- 
ally. 


A curmudgeon, Raiford 


once explained, is a per- 
son who provides the 
public service of observ- 
ing all things and in- 
terpreting them for 


others. “I call it a curse of 


sensitivity,” he said. 

“Invariably, dissenters 
are asked: Well, you’re 
quick to criticize. What 
would you do about it?” 
he said in a 1993 inter- 
view with the Observer. 

“Well, we don’t pre- 
tend to have the solu- 
tions. It’s like a baby 
crying. The baby doesn’t 
know how to fix what’s 
irritating it, but he damn 
well knows something is 
out of whack - and howls 
about it.” 

Wry and stern, his 
commentaries - all com- 
posed on an Underwood 
manual typewriter he 
refused to relinquish - 
were often tough-love 
fusillades targeting the 
acolytes of political cor- 
rectness. They tended to 
sting - but not wound - 
and were served with a 
formal theatrical zeal set 
a notch below serious. 


Robert D. Raiford kept a typewriter in his office at the “John Boy and Billy Big Show.” 


ROBERT D. RAIFORD: 1927-2017 


Radio curmudgeon waged 
war on political correctness 


“Who says that?” he 
would ask rhetorically at 
the end. “I say that!” 


HIS SECRET SIDE 

“Bob Raiford had the 
mind of a well-read in- 
tellectual, trapped in the 
body of a grumpy old guy 
who holds court at the 
end of the counter at 
Waffle House,” said 
Johnny Isley, known to 
listeners as John Boy. 
“He was a fan of Nat 
Cole and Sinatra, but 
could command a rowdy 
crowd at a bar witha 
heartfelt rendition of 
‘Dixie.’ ” 

Co-host Billy James 
said that Raiford’s unpre- 


Robert D. 
Raiford is 
shown in the 
early days of 
WBTV 
television, 
when the 
studios were 
in the Wilder 
Building on 
North Tryon. 


a of Robert D. Raiford 


dictable musings were a 
key part of the success of 
the show for three dec- 
ades. 

“He could talk about 
anything,” James said, 
“because he’d done a 


little bit of just about 
everything.” 

And Raiford had - he 
was a broadcaster, actor, 
pilot, parachutist, motor- 
cycle enthusiast and 
bungee-cord daredevil. 


Observer file photo 


WAR-TIME JOB 

Raiford hit the profes- 
sional airwaves in 1944 at 
age 17 in his native Con- 
cord as a play-by-play 
announcer on WEGO-AM 
(980) for the Concord 
Weavers, a minor-league 
team that featured pitch- 
er Tommy Lasorda (who 
went on to manage the 
Los Angeles Dodgers). 
Even then, he had what 
they call in radio “good 
pipes”: a voice resonant, 
distinctive and author- 
itative. 

He went on to study 
communications at the 
University of South Car- 
olina and by the early 
1950s was a leading an- 
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nouncer on Charlotte’s 
WBT-AM (1110), one of 
the nation’s pioneer radio 
stations, then known as 
the “Colossus of the 
South.” 

Raiford was at the 
microphone on the night 
of April 12, 1956, after 
news was received that 
singer Nat King Cole had 
been the victim of a racial 
attack in Birmingham, 
Ala. 

At WBT, discussion of 
racial matters was strictly 
forbidden. But Raiford 
was resolute in his per- 
sonal beliefs and was an 
early champion of civil 
rights. 

Calling himself “a 
native Southerner,” he 
told listeners he didn’t 
believe “the unprovoked 
violence in Birmingham 
represents the true feel- 
ing of the South as a 
whole and the state of 
North Carolina and the 
city of Charlotte in partic- 
ular.” 

After he condemned 
the racial violence, Ken 
Tredwell, WBT’s station 
manager, called and told 
him to change the subject 
immediately. Raiford 
kept ranting. Tredwell 
called back and fired him 
over the phone. 

Raiford signed off, 
playing Cole’s song “For 
All We Know, We May 
Never Meet Again.” 
Among its lyrics: “We 
come and go, like the 
ripples on a stream.” 


SEE RAIFORD, 2A 
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